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NEW HISTORICISM

According to author and enne Krisa Sicgel. Now Cnncism's formalist, exclusionary approach to analvang
lirerature spawned the reactionary theory of New Histoncism. which offered a cheorenical approach
skeprical of the inherent subjeetviey of hustorical narraoves. Now Historicism emerged in the lare y70%s
and carly So's. ditterenti ating itsclt trom traditional bicggraphical historicism, in which *hterature was scen
as a {mimctic) relection of the histoncal world in which ic was produced. Further . history was viewed as
stable. lincar. and recoverable—a narranve of fact ™ Addinonal evidence of New Historicism’s
differennanon from other eritical theorics is the inpegranon and comsideranon of “culrural, social. political
and anthropologgeal discourses at work in any given age ™ This inclusive approach to other disciplines also
closdy links and intertwines Noew Histoneism wich Culeoural Materialism and Culoural Studics
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KEY TERMS

Thick deseription - Developed by Clitford Geertzin The Interpreration of Cultures: Selecred Fssavs (1983).
its “the close analysis. or reading." of 4 particular social production or event so as to recover the meamngs it has for
the people involved inir, as well as o discover, within the overall cultural system, the network of conventions
codes. and modes of thinking with which the particular irem is imphicared. and which invest the item with those
meamngs”(qed. in Abrams g1
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Harold Aram Veeser is a professor of English at City College of New York. Largely collected by ... Some of the scholars
present in The New Historicism include: Stephen Greenblatt, ...
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